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undoubtedly the initial reason for the development of the crisis between
the Russian Government and the Russia Company, and was( the cause of
Elton and Woodroofe meeting with such hostility from Russian officials
at Resht and Darband in 1742.
In consequence of repeated attacks by the Daghistanis, Nadir, in
July, 1742, made an entrenched camp in the north of Tabarsaran, near
Gubden, where, it is said, he intended to found a town.1 It was only
with the greatest difficulty that provisions could be brought to this camp ;
besides being short of food, the Persian troops and convoys were subjected
to frequent attacks by the Lazgis, Qaraqaitaqs and other hostile tribesmen,
In consequence of the sufferings of his men and their heavy losses through
casualties and wastage, Nadir cynically called his new camp " Iran Kharab "
or " ruined Persia."2 The great heat and the badness of the water there
caused some form of plague to break out, which particularly affected the
Afghan troops ; so serious did this outbreak become that Nadir transferred
the sufferers to another camp some thirty miles to the north, near Buinaq,
and forbade anyone to mention the epidemic.8
Kalushkin had repeatedly endeavoured to convince the Shah that
the Daghistan campaign would have evil consequences for Persia,4 but
he paid no heed to these words. Being apprehensive lest he should
violate Russian territory, Kalushkin urged his Government to reinforce
its troops on the frontier ; the Russian Government did as he recom-
mended, thereby, as will be seen below, causing Nadir to modify
his aims. Soon after making this recommendation, Kalushkin died ;
he was succeeded as Resident by his interpreter, Vasili Bratishchev.5
By degrees the Persian troops obtained the ascendency over the tribes-
men in Tabarsaran, and Nadir therefore decided to make another attempt
to conquer Avaria and also to punish the Qumiqs, although the latter
step would involve crossing the Russian frontier. Hearing that a strong
force of Russians had reached Kizliar, he abandoned his idea of attacking
the Qumiqs, but he persisted in his design against the Avars.8
After an initial defeat, the Persians captured Aq Qusha in August,
1742, and advanced on Avaria and the towns of Kafir Qumuq and
Ghazanish.7 An advance-guard 6,000 strong was ambushed by the
Lazgis in a defile, and was compelled to retreat after sustaining heavy loss.
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